AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 



Please remove part B on page 8 of the specification: 

Sr - Big Blind : The player seated to the left of the small blind. The big blind is second to 
receive a card and, in the first round of wagering in a giv e n hand, is r e quired to wag e r 
a pr e d e termined amount, typically the minimum b e t. 

Please remove part C on page 9 of the specification: 

Gr- G alifornia Hold 'Em : "California Hold 'Em" refers to the game of "No Limit Texas 
Hold 'Em" as modified by the application of the Inv e ntion. 

Please replace part D on page 9 of the specification with the following: 

[[D.]] R Card or Cards: "card" or "cards" refer to conventional playing cards, i.e. a 
single deck of fifty two cards comprised of four suits (spades, hearts, clubs and 
diamonds) of thirteen cards each, with each suit including (in descending rank) one ace, 
one king, one queen, one jack, one ten, one nine, one eight, one seven, one six, one five, 
one four, one three and one two. 

Please remove parts E and F on page 9 of the specification: 

E. Check : "check" refers to an election mad e by a player in a hand to postpon e his 
wagering decision until another player in the hand has wag e red first, after which tim e 
the player who has checked must, when it is his turn to wag e r, match th e wager, rais e 
th e wag e r or fold. 

F. Chips : "chips" r e fers to the markers that ar e used for wagering purposes in 
tournament gam e s. 

Please replace parts G, H, I, and J on page 9 of the specification with the following: 

[[G.]] C Community Cards: "community cards" refers to the cards that are dealt face-up 
and that may be used by all play e r players t hen active in any given hand. 

[[H.]] IX Down Cards: "down cards" refers to the cards dealt face-down to each player. 
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[[I.]] IL Fold: "fold" refers to a declaration by a player in a hand that he has decided to 
withdraw from the hand and forfeit the amount he has wagered prior to his declaration. 

[[J-]] El Hand: "hand" refers to a round of poker in which, in the case of both Texas Hold 
'Em and California Hold 'Em, each player is dealt two down cards and has the use of up 
to five community cards. 

Please remove part K on page 9 of the specification: 

K. Insurance Premium : "insurance pr e mium" r e f e rs to an amount r e quir e d by the game 
sponsor to b e paid by any player e l e cting to fold with insuranc e . — The insuranc e 
premium may b e e ith e r (i) a fixed amount or (ii) the product of (I) a fixed amount 
(i.e., the amount r e quir e d of e ither the big blind or th e small blind) and (II) a num e ric 
valu e (i. e ., on e , two, three, etc.). 

Please replace part L on page 10 of the specification with the following: 

[[L.]] G. Poker: "poker" refers to a classification of card game in which a number of 
players compete against each other in hands to win the pot, a prize which consists of the 
net amount wagered by all players in any given hand. The winner in each hand is 
determined based upon a fixed ranking of hands, and may be determined by the highest 
hand, the lowest hand or split between the highest and lowest hand. 

Please remove parts M-P on page 10 of the specification: 

M. Pot: "pot" ref e rs to th e total n e t amount of wag e rs (i. e ., th e total amount of wag e rs 
les s any fee or commission ass e ss e d by th e sponsor of a gam e ) that may b e won in 
any giv e n hand. In gam e s of California Hold 'Em, "pot" will include any insurance 
pr e mium paid by play e rs who e l e ct to fold with insuranc e . 

N. Recov e ry Percentage : "r e covery p e rc e ntag e " r e fers to the amount of a play e r's all - in 
wag e r that may be r e cov e r e d following that play e r's e l e ction to fold with insurance. 
Th e r e covery perc e ntage may b e any amount permitt e d by th e rul e s of th e game 
sponsor, how e ver it is believ e d that, in th e pr e ferred embodim e nt of California Hold 
'Em, th e r e covery p e rcentag e will b e eith e r 40% or 20%, d e p e nding upon when the 
election is mad e . 
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O. Ring Games : "ring games' 3 ar e gam e s of No Limit Hold 'Em in which play e rs 
compete with money, rather than tournam e nt chips. Ring gam e s gen e rally hav e no 
prize other than th e money wag e r e d in a given hand. 



P. Small Blind : Th e player seat e d to th e l e ft of the deal e r. Th e small blind is first to 
receive a card and, in the first round of wagering, is required to wager a pr e 
determined amount, typically half th e minimum b e t. 

Please replace part Q on page 10 of the specification with the following: 

[[Q ]] £L Texas Hold 'Em: "Texas Hold 'Em" refers to a poker game in which each 
player is dealt two down cards and, sequentially with rounds of wagering occurring after 
each event (including after the first two down cards are dealt, after the first three 
community cards are dealt, after the fourth community card is dealt and after the fifth 
community card is dealt) , three, then one, then a final community cards are dealt, with the 
winner based on the highest possible poker hand. Texas Hold 'Em games that 
incorporate the all-in variant of wagering are referred to as "No Limit Texas Hold 'Em" 
or just "No Limit Hold 'Em." 

Please remove parts R on page 10 and 1 1 of the specification: 

[[R.]] L Tournament Games: "tournament games" are games of No Limit Hold 'Em in 
which players purchase a seat for a specific purchase price and, in exchange, receive a set 
number of chips with which they may play. The game is won by the player who wins all 
the chips in the tournament game. 

Please replace the footnote on page 12 of the specification: 

2 The exception to this rule is the first round of wagering, in which the big blind and the 
small blind some players are required to wager a pre-determined amount. 

Please replace the title prior to the second to last paragraph on page 14 of the specification with 
the following: 

2. Explanation of the Invention with Reference to the Drawing[[s]] 



Application Serial No. 10/777,963 



4 



Please replace the second to last paragraph on page 14 of the specification with the following: 



The following [[three]] section[[s]] should be read with reference to , resp e ctively, Figure No. 1 ? 
Figure No. 2 and Figur e No. 3 . For convenience, e ach of the referenced drawing[[s]] has been 
created with a "dealer" and six position players, denoted Players A through F. The dealer is not 
a player in either manual (i.e., games dealt in a casino or gaming room) or electronic (either 
console or on-line) games of No Limit Hold 'Em. 

Please remove page 14, last paragraph and page 15, lines 1-10 of the specification: 

Similarly, and again for conv e ni e nc e , th e drawings hav e b e en e xplained as if Player A (the 
play e r s e at e d to th e immediat e l e ft of th e d e aler) is the small blind and Play e r B (th e play e r 
s e at e d to the imm e diate left of the small blind) is th e big blind. In practice, th e position of d e al e r 
(known in gaming parlanc e as th e "button") and, corr e spondingly, th e positions of small blind 
and big blind, rotat e clockwis e (i. e ., moving to the left) progressively with e ach hand as th e gam e 
progr e sses. This is b e cause both the small and th e big blinds ar e at a disadvantag e (b e caus e they 
ar e requir e d to wag e r b e fore they see their cards, wh e r e as e ach oth e r play e r has a chance to s e e 
his cards b e for e they d e cid e to ch e ck, wager or fold), and rotating th e position among all play e rs 
minimiz e s the disadvantag e ov e r th e course of the gam e . Accordingly, rather than att e mpt to 
introduc e th e compl e xiti e s of position rotation, and becaus e position rotation is not int e gral to an 
explanation or und e r s tanding of th e inv e ntion, th e drawings and e xplanation assume fix e d 
positioning for d e scriptiv e purpos e s only. 

Please replace last paragraph on page 15 of the specification: 

Step No. 4 : Because the all-in election has been made, no more rounds of wagering can 
take place; however, since the insurance option is a wagering decision, the following 
results, as outlined in Figure No. 1, take place: Player E does nothing; Player F does 
nothing; Player A does nothing; and Player B folds with the insurance option . 

Please replace the first sentence on page 16 of the specification: 

By folding with the insurance at the first opportunity (i.e., after the three community 
cards have been dealt), Player B will receive the recovery percentage l e ss th e in s urance 
premium 4 . 
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Please replace the second, third, and fourth paragraph on page 16 of the specification: 

Step No. 6 : Again, because the all-in election has been made, no more rounds of 
wagering can take place; however, since the insurance option is a wagering decision, the 
following results, as outlined in Figure No. 1, take place: Player E does nothing; Player F 
does nothing; and Player A folds with the insurance option . 

By folding with the insurance option at the second, and last, opportunity (i.e., after the 
first three and the fourth community cards have been dealt), Player A will receive the 
recovery percentage less the insuranc e pr e mium 5 . 

Step No. 7 : The fifth and final community card is dealt, face up, Player E and Player F 
use their previously revealed down cards and five community cards and the winner is 
declared based on the highest possible poker hand. The winner receives the pot, which 
consists of all wagers in the hand (less any fee or commission assessed by the sponsor of 
the game) plus the insurance f ee s paid by Play e r A and Play e r B , e ach of whom e l e ct e d to 
fold with the insurance option . 

Please remove from page 16, section B through page 19 of the specification: 
B; Figur e No t-2 

In Figure No. 2, a hand of California Hold c Em is d e scribed in which an all - in d e cision is mad e 
after (i) th e two down cards hav e be e n dealt to e ach player, (ii) a round of wag e ring has occurr e d 
in which no play e r elected to mov e all - in and (iii) the first thr e e community cards hav e b e en 
dealt, fac e up. Th e r e ar e six players (Players A through F) and th e hand proc e eds according to 
the following steps. 

Ste p No. 1 : Th e two down cards ar e dealt to e ach play e r. Each play e r is p e rmitted to look 
at his two down cards, but not th e down cards of any other player. 

St op No. 2 : A first round of wagering tak e s plac e , with th e following r e sults: Player A 
(th e small blind) wag e rs; Play e r B (the big blind) wagers; Player C folds; Player D folds; 
Play e r E wagers; Play e r F raises; Player A calls; Play e r B calls; and Player E calls. At 
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this point in th e hand, two play e rs have fold e d and four play e rs have wagered; because no 
player has mov e d all in, no play e r may reveal th e ir down cards. 

Ste p No. 3 : The thre e community cards are dealt, fac e up. 

Ste p No. 4 : Becaus e the all in election has not been mad e , a round of wag e ring tak e s 
place with the following r e sults, as outlined in Figur e No. 2: Play e r F wagers; Player A 
folds; Player B mov e s all in; Player E moves all in; and Play e r F moves all in. At this 
point, Player B, Play e r E and Player F rev e al th e ir down cards. 

Becaus e the all in election had not been made by anyon e prior to th e first thr ee 
community cards having been dealt, th e e l e ction to fold with insuranc e is not availabl e 
for this round of wagering (only a pr e viously all in player may el e ct the insuranc e 
option). 

Ste p No. 5 : The fourth community card is dealt, face up. 

Sto p No. 6 : Now, because the all in election has been made, no more 
rounds of wagering can take plac e ; howev e r, since the insurance 
option is a wagering decision, the following results, as outlined in 
Figure No. 2, take place: Player B does nothing; Player E does 
nothing; and Player F folds with insurance. 

By folding with insurance at th e s e cond, and last, opportunity (i.e., after the first thr ee 
and th e fourth community cards have b ee n dealt), Player F will receiv e th e r e cov e ry 
percentag e less the insurance premium^ 

Ste p No. 7 : The fifth and final community card is d e alt, face up, Player B and Play e r E 
us e their pr e viously revealed down cards and fiv e community cards and th e winn e r is 
declared based on th e highest possible poker hand. The winn e r receives th e pot, which 
consists of all wagers in the hand (less any fee or commission ass e ss e d by th e sponsor of 
th e gam e ) plus the insuranc e f e e paid by Play e r F who e lect e d to fold with insuranc e . 

+ Not e that, in this case, the amount Play e r F wag e red is again th e amount actually at risk, i. e ., th e high e r of 

th e amounts actually plac e d at risk by Play e r E or Play e r B. 
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-& Figure No. 3 



In Figure No. 3, a hand of California Hold 'Em is described in which an all - in decision is mad e 
after th e two down cards have been d e alt to e ach player and the first three and the fourth 
community cards hav e b e en dealt There arc six players (Players A through F) and the hand 
proc ee ds according to the following steps. 

St ep No. 1 : The two down cards arc dealt to e ach play e r. Each player is p e rmitted to look 
at his two down cards, but not th e down cards of any other play e r. 

Ste p No. 2 : A first round of wagering takes place, with the following results: Player A 
(the small blind) wagers; Player B (the big blind) wagers; Player C folds; Player D folds; 
Player E wagers; Play e r F raises; Player A calls; and Player B calls. At this point in th e 
hand, two players have folded and four players have wag e red. 

Note that the insurance option is not available because the next 
round of dealing involves the throe community cards. A play or must 
decide to match or withdraw without the benefit of the insurance 
provided by tho invention. 

St ep No. 3 : The three community cards ar e d e alt, fac e up. 

Step No. 4 : B e cause the all in e l e ction has not been made, a round of wag e ring takes 
place with th e following results, as outlin e d in Figur e No. 3: Player F wagers, Player A 
raises; Play e r B calls; Player E folds; and Player F calls. 

St ep No. 5 : The fourth community card is dealt, face up. 

Ste p No. 6 : Again, because the all in election has not been made, a 
further round of wagoring takes place with tho following results, as 
outlined in Figure No. 3: Player F checks; Playor A moves all in; 
Player B folds; and Player F moves all in. 

Because the all in el e ction had not b ee n made by anyone prior to the first four 
community cards having b ee n dealt, no playor has the election to fold with insuranc e 
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(only an all in player may olcct the insurance option). Accordingly, Player B is unabl e to 
insure his loss. 

Step No. 7 : The fifth and final community card is dealt, face up, Player A and Player F 
reveal th e ir down cards and using the five community cards the winner is declared based 
on the highest possibl e poker hand. Th e winner receives the pot, which consists of all 
wagers in th e hand (less any f ee or commission ass e ss e d by the sponsor of th e gam e ). 

Preferred Embodim ent 

Although the inv e ntion may b e used in a manually dealt version of No Limit Hold Em, because 
the application of the invention will change, dynamically, the odds of winning a hand whenever 
it is invoked, and b e cause th e application of th e invention will introduce significant hand sp e cific 
record k e eping obligations, th e invention is most suitabl e for e l e ctronic gaming, cither through 
console (i.e., stand alone or homo bas e d gam e s) and on line gaming. 

At an appropriate point in the game, as sp e cified above, a play e r may invoke the invention by 
declaring "fold with insurance"; this declaration (which may be oral, in the case of a manually 
dealt hand, or th e giving of an e lectronic command, cither by mouse or keystroke, in the case of 
an on lin e game or push button, in the case of a console el e ctronic gam e ) results in the declaring 
player (i) withdrawing from th e hand and (ii) recov e ring from the pot th e diff e r e nc e betwe e n (I) 
the recovery percentage of th e player's all in wager, and (II) th e insurance premium. 
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